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Lin Shu’s Innovation and Nostalgia

From Hu Shi’s “Mr. Lin Qinnan’s Vernacular Poetry”

GUAN Xin-fu
(School of Language Arts, Guizhou Normal University, Guiyang 550001, China)

Abstract: The arguments between Lin Shu and the practitioners of New Culture Movement were well known. As one of the tar-

gets criticized by Lin Shu, Hu Shi, after the death of Lin Shu, wrote an article “Mr. Lin Qinnan% Vernacular Poetry” as his per-

sonal judgment of Lin Shu. The article seems fair, but in fact it is an implied criticism of Lin Shu. By reading the literature and

considering the historical background before and after the May Fourth Movement, we can better understand the arguments between

Lin and Hu at that time, as well as the complicated mentality of Lin Shu.
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