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A Study of the Meaning of “Tiaosang” in Book of
Songs - Bin Feng - July and Its Inspiration

LI Yao-ping
(College of Liberal Arts, Fujian Normal University, Fuzhou 350008, China)

Abstract: The word “tiaosang” in Book of Songs + Bin Feng -+ July is mainly interpreted as “pick out” or “prune”. By ex-
ploring the purpose and method of “tiaosang” , studying the word explanations in all dynasties, considering the agricultural cus-
toms in the Zhou Dynasty, and analyzing the sentence patterns of this poem, it is found that the two meanings complement each
other, and the meaning of “prune” seems more clear and smooth and inclusive. This kind of understanding combines the picking
and the maintenance of mulberry leaves, which is true to the actual process of farming activities, expressing farmers’ joy and
their gratitude to nature, consistent with their generous, rustic temperament in spite of hard work, and conforming to the poem
style. The main reason for the divergent interpretations is that different perspectives are involved. They are cultural perspective
and literary perspective. The paper adds a new way to the principles for word interpretation for Book of Songs.

Key words: tiaosang; Book of Songs - Bin Feng -+ July; the explanation of word meaning
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