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A Study of the Characteristics and Cultural Value of the Nanyin Pipa

CHEN Ping

( Conservatory of Music, Jimei University, Xiamen 361021, China)

Abstract: The Nanyin Pipa is a living fossil, a specimen of ancient musical instruments. It inherits the essence of Quxiang Pipa

in such aspects as the shape, holding position, playing techniques and notation. It carries the unique characteristics of Minnan

region, and has become the tangible cultural carrier of Nanyin. Although it does not have rich skills and colorful notes as North

Pipa does, it possesses, compared with the other kinds of Pipa, an irreplaceable historical and cultural value because of its deli-

cate handicraft, exquisite timbre, traditional holding position, playing techniques, and the characteristics Fujian Nanyin.

Key words: Nanyin Pipa; characteristics; cultural value
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