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“Pure Good” of Four Beginnings and “Never Not Good” of Seven Feelings
—Two Feelings and Two Virtues in Toegye’s Four-seven Debate-

LI Zhi-yi'?
(1. Sungkyunkwan University, Seoul 03063, Republic of Korea;

2. Collaborative Innovation Center of Confucian Civilization, Shandong University, Jinan 250100, China)

Abstract: This paper analyzes Toegye’s propositions “Four beginnings is the pure good” and “Seven feelings is never not
good” , and discusses the validity of the argument that there exist two different kinds of feelings and virtues. His argument reveals

the following meanings. Firstly, “four beginnings” is referred to as “pure good” because it completely agrees with the providence

‘ ¢

of Heaven. Susceptible to the influence of organic factors, it does not directly result in “evil” but becomes “incomplete pure
good”. Secondly, “seven feelings” is good enough but a different feeling from “four beginnings”. However, if “seven feelings” ,
as an individual feeling, is not ceased and there is excessiveness, it becomes not only “a scarcity of good” , but it also turns to be
an “evil”.

Key words: Toegye; Gobong; Four-seven debate; pure goodness
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