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Wang Wei’ s Xinyi Wu and the Pure Land Thought of Zen

WANG Ting-fa
(College of Chinese Language and Literature, Fujian Normal University, Fuzhou 350007, China)

Abstract; Wang Wei looks at the world with Buddhist Zen, and in his eyes, the state of “xinyi flowers blossom and fall” also
shows the state of “self-purification” in the Zen view of “Epiphany”. With “Epiphany” as the base, the poem Xinyi Wu in-
tegrates the “scene” in the first two lines with the “satori” in the rest two lines, well reflecting the thought of “no mind, no
phase, no change”. The scene and Zen are intermingled. Wang Wei combines pure land thought with the wholeness of the po-
em, and builds a pure land, a land which transcends “Jixin pure land” and achieves Zen’s “ Weixin pure land”. The state of
“xinyi flower” and “silence” indicates that people should seek the pure land from the inside instead of from the outside.

Key words: Xinyi Wu; The Vimalakirti Sutra; Jixin pure land; Weixin pure land
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