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The Origin of Neo-Confucianism: An analysis from

the Perspective of Heaven-Man Theory

ZHANG Heng
(Advanced Institute of Confucian Studies, Shandong University, Jinan 250100, China)

Abstract: Neo-Confucianism is an important stage of Confucianism and even the Chinese civilization. The interpretations on the

origin of Neo-Confucianism from the perspective of ontology in the past made some sense, but ignored the features of Chinese phi-

losophy. In fact, philosophers of Neo-Confucianism inherited the Heaven-Man unity theory of the philosophers in the Wei and Jin

Dynasties and objected to the opposite theory of Buddhism and Taoism. On the other hand, philosophers of Neo-Confucianism

drew lessons from the Substance-Appearance-Function theory of Buddhism in order to overcome the flaws of Root-Branch theory

which belonged to the philosophers of the Wei and Jin Dynasties. The core mission of Neo-Confucianism is to find the origin of the

living universe in which heaven and man are integrated, also the source of human living. Philosophers of Neo-Confucianism ex-

plored the source of living through three stages: the division of Xing (1), the transformation of Tao (i&) into Li (¥#), the in-

tegration of Xing and Li.

Key words: Neo-Confucianism; origin; Heaven-Man theory; Heaven-Man unity; origin; living
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