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W, BFF R B R,

An Exploration of Technical Neologisms’ Translation in the Late Qing Dynasty

——An Analysis of Chinese Version of Vingt Milles Lieues sousles Mers

CHEN Xiang-ling

( Chengyi College, Jimei University, Xiamen 361021, China)

Abstract: The translation of scientific fictions in the end of the Qing Dynasty took the credit for the emergence of a large number

of technical neologisms. The Chinese version of the scientific fiction Vingt Milles Lieues sousles Mers was issued on New Novel

(journal) in 1902, introducing scientific knowledge to the readers. By applying Gideon Toury’s translation norms, the paper fo-

cuses on the influences of the scientific knowledge of the readers in the late Qing Dynasty on the translators’ word choice, as well

as the impact of the writing and translation norms of the technical terms on the translation of some technical neologisms in the no-

vel. The translation of the technical neologisms in this fiction adapted to certain writing and translation norms then, and took into

consideration the readers’ abilities to understand those terms.

Key words: Chinese version of Vingt Milles Lieues sousles Mers; technical neologisms; science fiction; translation norms
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