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Semantic Evolution of the Auxiliary thang33 i# in the
“w22 A/bo24 Ji” Structure in Minnan Dialect

CHEN Man-jun
(College of Chinese Language and Literature, Jimei University, Xiamen 361021, China)

Abstract; The “ (NP1) +u22 £ /bo24 J& NP2 + thang33 i + VP” Structure is composed of “ (NP1) + bo24 JG NP 2 +
thang33 il 1 + VP” structure and “ (NP1) +u22 7 NP 2 + thang33 il 2 + VP” structure. The contexts of “thang33 i 1
and “thang33 j# 27 are quite similar, but they have the difference between positive and negative categories. The asymmetry be-
tween affirmation and negation leads to the opposite of the semantic evolution path of the two. The neutral dynamic modality and
subject oriented modality of “thang33 i 1” are developed before the epistemic modality. There are three paths of semantic evolu-
tion in “thang33 i 1”. The development of the neutral dynamic modality and subject oriented modality of “thang33 8 1” can
be followed by the epistemic modality. There are two paths of semantic evolution of “thang33 i 2”. With regard to the evolution
of modality, the current consensuses in Western linguistics are shown below: subject oriented modality > neutral dynamic mo-
dality ; non — epistemic modality > epistemic modality. The first evolutionary path of “thang33 i 1” and the path of semantic e-
volution of “thang33 i 2” are contrary to the consensuses. This is caused by different ways of thinking between the East and the
West.

Key words: thang33 i 1; thang33 jii 2; modality; semantic evolution; Minnan Dialect
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