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(1) Rex: “If you try, I’m going to go to the
coach and tell him to ignore you. We’re not gonna
screw up Andrew’s future just because he sparked a
doobie! I mean, come on, we’ve all done it!”

Bree: “Not all of us! Rex, I thought you
moved back home to try and straighten Andrew out!
To, to teach him the consequences of his actions. |
don’ t understand why you’re fighting me on this. ”

Rex: “Because 1 disagree. Because we’ re still
getting divorced, and I don’t have to let you push
me around anymore. ”

Bree: “I never pushed you around. We always
made our decisions together. ”

Rex: “No, you always made decisions, and
tell me I agreed. Eighteen years of smiling and tak-
ing it. What, what a liar I was! Thank God you’re
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(2) Carlos: “ (walks up to her) And I really
hate that T spent $ 15, 000 on your diamond neck-
lace that you couldn’t live without. But I’ m learn-
ing to deal with it. (JOHN sucks his finger, watc-
hing the argument) So, Can I tell Tanaka we’ll be
there tomorrow night?”

Gabrielle: “ (looks at Carlos coolly) Fine. I’
Il go. But I’ m keeping my back pressed against the
wall the entire time. ” (45 1 &)
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(3) Lynette: “Well, maybe you need better i-
deas. I’m sorry — I’ m sorry, I didn’t mean that. ”

Tom: “No, no no no no. We both know that
your career was going so much better than mine be-
fore we had kids. You never let me forget that. ”

Lynette; “That is not fair!”

Tom: “You are always competing with me, and
judging by tonight, you know what, you still are!”
(457 %)
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(4) (Mike looks in the sink and notices the
money and gun Susan left there. )

Mike: “You went through my cabinets. ”

Susan: “What? Oh, I can explain. ”

Mike: “Get out of my house. ”

Susan: “Mike...”

Mike: “Get out!” (%57 ££) (2)33
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(5) Bree: “Well, we can’t put it back in his
room. | mean that would be like we’re condoning
him having pre-marital sex. ”

Rex: “Bree, let me put this another way. Do
you want to become a grandmother?” (2 15
g (208
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Descriptive Statistics of Language Strategy in the Violation of the

Cooperative Principle in the Conflict Talk between Couples

——A Case Study on Desperate Housewives

XU Shu-yao
(OEC of Jimei University, Xiamen 361021, China)

Abstract: Both of the couples violate the Cooperative Principle and its maxims in their conflicts in which one of the couple is

surely reasonable, and they respectively prefer to adopt different language strategies. Men are not only stronger than women physi-

cally, but they are also the dominant in the society. As a result, men focus on the powerful language strategy, and they prefer the

strategies of imperative statement, name address and tag question; however, women emphasize the emotional language strategy,

and they concentrate on the strategies of antithesis, coarse language, parallelism, be Ving, overstatement, quotation, repetition,

formal language, irony, question, and negative. The research result helps understand the gender difference more precisely and

use language strategy more effectively in both theory and practice.

Key words: Cooperative Principle; conflict talk; language strategy; gender difference
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