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The Diachronic Evolution of the Representation Form of
Yanxun (% /%) Concept and Its Characteristics and Motivation

MA Mei-yu

(School of Humanities and Social Science, Xi’an Jiaotong University, Xi’an 710049, China)

Abstract: This paper investigates the evolution of the Chinese concept Yanxun ( % #&) under the condition of constant semantic

components. The Chinese expression of Yanxun had both the evolution of representational form and the evolution of representa-

tional form members. Its evolution presents the characteristics of inheritance and variability, and its evolution is mainly influ-

enced by both the internal and external language factors. Internal factors mainly include: the influence of the transformation of

Chinese from comprehensive language to analytical language and the bisyllablization of vocabulary, the imbalance of word mean-

ing system. The external factor refers mainly to people’s psychology of loving the new and loathing the old through language ex-

pression.

Key words: Yanxun (&%) ; conceptual representation form; conceptual domain member

(FiE%meE # %)
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