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Cultural Interpretation of Immortal Images of Officials in
Classical Chinese Novels of the Northern Song Dynasty

SHEN Ze-ming
(Faculty of Arts, University of Macau, Macau 999078, China)

Abstract: The image of officials and immortals in the classical Chinese novels of the Northern Song Dynasty originated from the
unique social and cultural environment at that time. Most of them were shaped by the literati then on the basis of the scholar-
bureaucrats’ spiritual outlook and their own life experiences. In these images, the high-ranking officials and immortals of the
governing party show a dignified and honest face of law enforcement. Official immortals who enjoy leisure reflect a kind of free
and happy immortal pleasure. The novel reflects the Song Dynasty literati’s concern about politics, their praise for governing the
country and their desire to get rid of trouble. The formation of this story form is closely related to the Song Dynasty imperial God-
building movement and the literati novel creation attribute.

Key words: novels in classical Chinese in the Northern Song Dynasty; Northern Song officials; Taoist theory of immortals
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