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The Origin of the Practical Character of Xinzixue: The Transmutation,
Purpose and Function of “Learning” and “Skill” of Pre-Qin Scholars

XU Chang-sheng
(College of Chinese Language and Literature, Hunan Normal University, Changsha 410081, China)

Abstract: There is a wide range of academic fields of pre-Qin scholars, including both the pursuit of learning and the govern-
ance of the country. The relationship between “learning” and “skill” fundamentally reflects the relationship between seeking
truth and using, which share common origins, different paths and the same destination. The scholars who were identified as
both scholars and officials all took “Six Arts” as the background of knowledge, and considered “governing the world” as the goal
of their struggle, but they chose different paths. Professor Fang Yong’s “Zixue Spirit” inherits and summarizes the academic
characteristics of the pre-Qin scholars in theory. We consider the governance of the country as the proper meaning of “Xinzix-
ue”.

Key words: Xinzixue; seeking truth; using; origin; purpose
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