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The Different Versions and the Academic
Values of the Three Books by Xuzhai

XTAO Man-sheng
(College of Chinese language and literature, Fujian Normal University, Fuzhou 350007, China)

Abstract: Cai Qing’s three books, Taiji Tushuo, He Luo Sijian and Ai’an Mizhen, are collectively entitled The three books by
Xuzhai. The original titles of Taiji Tushuo and He Luo Sijian were Xuzhai Kan Taiji Tushuo and Xuzhai Kan Hetu Luoshu re-
spectively. These two books were later bound together and called Xing Li Yao Jie. The book Ai’an Mizhen, originally entitled
Mizhen, was published many times. In the QianLong period, Cai Tingkui reprinted these three works, and changed the titles as
they are now. They were bound together and called The Three Books by Xuzhai. Taiji Tushuo is a clear explanation of Zhu Xi’s
Taiji Tu Shuo Jie, He Luo Sijian is Cai Qing’s thinking and opinion on the book of Luo Shu and He Tu, and Ai’an Mizhen is Cai
Qing’s self-warning on the spiritual cultivation of life. These three books have important academic values.

Key words: Cai Qing; The Three Books by Xuzhai; version; academic values
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