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The Formation of the “Maritime Country” Concept and the Rise of the
Study of Overseas Chinese in Modern China

CHEN Xu-shi
(School of Science and Technology, Ningbo University, Ningbho 315212, China)

Abstract: Before modern times, overseas Chinese were abandoned by “the great power of the heavens”. In the context of the
Sino-Western conflict, with the increase in foreign affairs, the status of overseas Chinese was gradually enhanced. The defeat in
the Sino-Japanese War and the introduction of the Mahan Sea Power theory led to the modern scholar-officials having the idea of
buildingChina as a “maritime state”. One of the elements for a maritime nation is the people’s overseas intentions and capabili-
ties, and overseas Chinese are China’s overseas civil powers. The formation of the “maritime state” concept prompted the rise of
overseas Chinese research. Liang Qichao, with his national consciousness, borrowed Western sea power theory for his profound
studies of overseas nationals. He was the first person in the study of overseas Chinese in modern China.

Key words: “maritime country” concept; overseas Chinese research; Liang Qichao
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