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The Ethical Consciousness in John Updike’s Short Stories

WANG Yu-feng', HUANG Shi-hai®
(1. Foreign Languages Institute, Xiamen University of Technology, Xiamen 361024, China;

2. Foreign Languages Institute, Quanzhou Normal University, Quanzhou 362000, China)

Abstract: John Updike’s short stories provoke deep ethical thinking through his depiction of the characters’ life fragments

and their inner feelings. The essence of his writings lies in the reflection of ethical features of the whole age. In many of his

short stories, Updike places the protagonists in certain ethical situation and ethical identity, showing his ethical consciousness

through the characters’ ethical choice and the consequent results. With the description of the protagonists’ behaviors in other

countries, he exemplifies the ethics of humanitarianism, 1.

e.

the ethic consciousness of rational marriage, racial equality and

political democracy. In addition, Updike writes about many details of life as an answer to the contemporary ecological dilemma,

embodying his ecological ethics for the harmony between man and nature.

Key words: Updike; family ethics; political ethics; ecological ethics
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