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On the Way of Playing the Gugqin in the Pre-Qin Period

YANG Zhi-xian
(College of Chinese Language and Literature, Jimei University, Xiamen 361021, China)

Abstract. This paper explores the performance of the guqin in pre-Qin period from the perspectives of textual exegesis, lit-
erature classics and archaeological music history. The main verbs that match the guqin can all be interpreted as “ji” when
paired with the instrument, but none can be interpreted as “bonong”. There are no detailed records about the way the guqin was
played in the handed down and unearthed documents, let alone the claim that the guqin was a plucked instrument. According to
the unearthed guqin, before the Warring States Period the guqinwas not suitable to be played by plucking strings because of its
shape and structure. The result of the investigation shows that before the Warring States Period, the guqin was probably played
mainly by striking the strings, rather than by plucking the strings.

Key words: pre-Qin period; textual exegesis; literature classics; archaeological musical history; guqgin; way of playing
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