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From the Forest to the Sea: Overseas Spreading of the
Monkey King Belief and Customs of Fujian People

LAI Ting
(School of Maritime Culture and Law, Jimei University, Xiamen 361021, China)

Abstract: The belief in Monkey Kingin Fujian originated from the natural worship of apes and monkeys in the mountains
and forests. After that, with the immigration of people, it entered the coastal communities of Fujian, and along with across-seas
immigration, it spread to Taiwan area, to Southeast Asian countries such as Thailand, Malaysia and Singapore, and to the U-
nited States, Argentina and other countries in America. In the process of spreading the belief, the scope of the priesthood of
Monkey King has been continuously expanded, and the priesthood of the ocean gods has also been superimposed. The interac-
tion of belief and culture between Fujian, Taiwan, Southeast Asia and other regions also show that the evolution of the Monkey
King belief is influenced by the interaction between mountain culture and maritime culture.

Key words: the Monkey King belief; maritime culture; Fujian and Taiwan relations; overseas Chinese
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