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Synchronic Differences and Causes of the Mandarin Word “bijiao” ( }t24x)
between the Two Sides of the Taiwan Straits

HU Bin-bin
(College of Chinese Language and Literature, Huaqiao University, Quanzhou 362021, China)

Abstract; The usages of the contemporary mandarin word “bijiao” ( }t4%) on the Chinese mainland and Taiwan are simi-
lar. However, there are also many differences between them. Both can be used as common verbs and constitute the verbal com-
parison clauses but have some unique combinations and construction forms. The preposition “bijiao” exists in Taiwan mandarin
while it does not on the Mainland. There are many notable tendentious differences when “bijiao” is used in the cross-Straits
mandarin as an adverb to modify adjective, verb, and negative structure. From the historical development view, the differences
of “bijiao” in contemporary mandarin across the Taiwan Straits are the result of the differentiation and variation in different
speech communities from the early mandarin during the period of the Republic of China, and the usage of “bijiao” in Taiwan fol-
lows more characters of the ancient vernacular and the early mandarin, and is influenced by southern Chinese dialects, especial-
ly Minnan dialect.

Key words: both sides of the Taiwan Straits; modern mandarin; mandarin word “bijiao” (¥4%); comparison
(FiEHRE HEE)
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