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The Sorcery Panic in the Middle and Late Qing Dynasty .
Reflected from Min Du Bie Ji and Lin Shui Ping Yao Zhuan

ZHANG Tao
( Graduate School of Foreign Languages, Kanagawa University, Kanagawa 2260014, Japan)

Abstract: Criminal behaviors such as hunting and killing people, cutting off their limbs, and taking the five sense organs
for various purposes were constantly changing during the centuries ofdevelopment. In the 33rd year of the Qianlong period, the
sorcery panic represented by the case of “the cutting of pigtails” erupted. Frequent sorcery panics continued throughout the mid-
dle and late Qing Dynasty and became an inevitable problem in people’s lives. Min Du Bie Ji and Lin Shui Ping Yao Zhuan, the
two novelsin the Qing Dynasty telling the stories of Chen Jinggu, exposed sorcery panic by describing sorcerers and White Lotus
believers. Based on these two novels, and through the mutual verification of historical materials and records of anomalies, this
paper reveals the characteristics of the sorcery panic in the middle and late Qing Dynasty, and the spiritual world of the people
and the social conditions then.

Key words: Min Du Bie Ji; Lin Shui Ping Yao Zhuan; sorcery panic; sorcery case; White Lotus
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