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The Cross-cultural Motivation in Lin Yutang’s Translation of
Six Chapters of a Floating Life from the Perspective of Cultural Identity

LIU Wei-jie
(School of International Languages, Xiamen University of Technology, Xiamen 361024, China)

Abstract: Lin Yutang was in the transitional period of China’s cultural change. Since the 1930s, his transformation from
“in” to “out” marked his cultural identity. Through “translation in”, various Western cultures are introduced and absorbed to
realize the construction of cultural identity with modernity; through “translation out” , he introduces and disseminates the Chi-
nese wisdom, seeks national cultural identity while constructing his own cultural identity. Lin Yutang started translating Six
Chapters of a Floating Life, a traditional Chinese literary work, and constructed a cultural identity to show two-way identity.
Therefore, a study of the cross-cultural motivations of the translation of Six Chapters of a Floating Life helps us to explore the lit-
erary functions and ideal forms of literature that the translator resorts to, and to interpret the interaction between the translator’s
subjectivity and historical culture and social reality.

Key words: cultural identity; Six Chapters of a Floating Life; cross-cultural motivation
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