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Kaneko Mitsuharu’s Shanghai Experience and the Change of His Worldview

Taejong-ro, Yeongdo-gu

(Institute of International Maritime Affairs, Korea Maritime and Ocean University, Busan 49112, South Korea)

Abstract: Kaneko Mitsuharu was a critical poet in Japan during World War II. An important turning point in his ideolog-

ical formation was his experience in Shanghai where he had fled to, and changes in his view of the world that he gained during

his trip to Southeast Asia. Based on his “egoism”, Kaneko accused the reality of Southeast Asia and criticized modern civiliza-

tion. His experience in the colonial city, which emerged from the contradiction of modern imperialism, paradoxically provided

the basis for overcoming imperialism and gave birth to new possibilities to criticize modern civilization.

Key words: Kaneko Mitsuharu; Shanghai experience; colonial city; post-colonialism
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