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Acquisition of Chinese Topic Constructions by L2 Learners

HU Li-na', CHANG Hui’
(1. Chengyi College, Jimei University, Xiamen 361009, China;
2. School of Foreign Languages, Shanghai Jiaotong University, Shanghai 200240, China)

Abstract: Based on an acceptability judgment test, this study investigated the acquisition of Chinese topic constructions by
Filipino — and Thai — speaking learners and the role of their L1 and 1.2 proficiency. The results revealed that the Filipino — and
Thai — speaking learners with low proficiency showed optionality on the judgment of the topic constructions, while the advanced
groups acquired the topic constructions successfully. Moreover, all the learners acquired movement — derived topic constructions
earlier than the base — generated ones. Their acquisition of the subtypes of both movement — derived and base — generated ones
were influenced by their first languages, target language input and the subtypes’ features. What’s more, 1.2 proficiency played a
significant role in the acquisition of Chinese topic constructions.

Key words: topic constructions; acquisition research; movement-derived; base-generated
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