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Four Functional Shifts in the Oral History of Chinese Music

WANG Hui', LI Baojia®
(1. College of Music, Jimei University, Xiamen 361021, China;
2. Institute of Art Education, City University of Macau, Macau 999078, China)

Abstract: Since the oral history of Chinese music emerged in the beginning of the 21st century, it has experienced a plural

development, and the interdisciplinary research of its theory and practice has started. From the perspective of the functional theo-

ries of social anthropology, oral history of Chinese music is connected with history, sociology, communication and pedagogy re-

spectively, forming the interacting four functions: historical, social, communication and pedagogical. A probe into the functional

shifts is conducive to synchronically and diachronically examining the theory direction and the development of oral history of mu-

sic, and will also better serve the application methods and theories of oral history of music.

Key words: oral history of music; social anthropology; functional theory; theoretical shifts
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