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The Harmonious Unity of Qin and the Chinese Literati: Van Gulik’s
Cultural Cognition Revealed in His Qin Study

CAI Jinfang, GE Guilu
(College of Foreign Languages, Fujian Normal University, Fuzhou 350007, China)

Abstract: Robert Hans van Gulik is a Dutch sinologist who indulged himself in the pursuit of poetry and the classics, and

enriched his life by qin music, chess — playing, calligraphy and painting. This article attempts to sum up the main stages of van

Gulik’s gin study and practice, including the publication of The Lore of the Chinese Lute and the establishment of the Chongging

Tianfeng Lute Community, to investigate the actual life roots of van Gulik’s cognition of qin, and how he constructs the spirit

character of the Chinese literati through gin, with the aim to show his pursuit of the Chinese literati’s ideology, as well as his ef-

forts

in the westward spread of Chinese classical music.

Key words: Robert Hans van Gulik; the study of qin; Tianfeng Lute Community; the Chinese literati’s ideology
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