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Discriminating the View on Language and Meaning between Confucianism
and Taoism in the Pre-Qin Period

XIONG Fangfan, CHEN Liangwu
(School of Chinese Language and Literature, Minnan Normal University, Zhangzhou 363000, China)

Abstract: In the pre — Qin period, had lots of discussions about the relationship between language and meaning. An analy-

sis of the related records in the handed — down and unearthed literature reveals that Confucianism and Taoism have lots of similari-

ties and differences in their view. On the one hand, they held the same view on the expression of meaning, that is, the language

could express but could not fully express the meaning. At the same time, both attached importance to meaning but despised lan-

guage. On the other hand, because of their emphasis on meaning, they probed in different ways into the issue about how language

could fully express meaning, with Confucianism by way of construction and Taoism through deconstruction.

Key words: the view on language and meaning; Confucianism; Taoism; unearthed literature
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