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Relationship between Song Dynasty Neo-Confucianist
Scholars and Lao Tzu and Its Historical Significance

XU Xiaoqing
(School of Marxism, Jimei University, Xiamen 361021, China)

Abstract: In the Song and Ming Dynasties, the group of people who annotated Lao Tzu increasingly expanded, but few
Neo-Confucianists annotated Lao Tzu in the Song Dynasty. And in the tone of “explicit denouncement and implicit agreement”
for Lao Tzu’s thoughts, only the annotations of Lao Tzu by Lu Zuqgian and Lin Xiyi can be found. In both Buddhism and Taoism,
the attitudes of Song Dynasty Neo-Confucianist scholars toward Taoism and Lao Tzu evolved over time: from accepting Lao Tzu,
to absorbing it amid criticism or severely criticizing, and finally to commenting on it by integrating knowledge of Confucianism
and Lao Tzu’s thoughts. The publication of Lu Zugian and Lin Xiyi’s commentary on Lao Tzu marked the first words on “restoring
the name of Lao Tzu” among Southern Song Neo-Confucianists.

Key words: Neo-Confucianists in the Song Dynasty; Lao Tzu; explicit denouncement and implicit agreement; integrating
knowledge of Confucianism and Lao Tzu’s thoughts
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The Value of Caolu Wenda in the Library of Sun Yat-sen University

WU Lingjie', CHEN Li®
(1. School of History, Sun Yat-sen University, Guangzhou 510275, China;
2. The Library, Sun Yat-sen University, Guangzhou 510275, China)

Abstract: Kim Jong-deok’s Caolu Wenda, the only surviving text in China, is in the library of Sun Yat-sen University.
The birth of this book is inextricably linked to the Kim’s admiration of Zhu Xi’s thoughts and to the situation of internal and exter-
nal troubles faced by Korea at that time. Kim quoted the Confucian classics to explain the words and chapters in Zhu Xi studies,
took the form of drawings to identify the profound disputed parts, and refuted the increasingly corrupting folkways of Korea then
and the habit of using the rituals debate as an opportunity to cause partisanship and dissension. At the same time, this book
broke the dilemma of monotonous, low-quality and repetitive Zhu Xi studies in Korea, and pushed the relevant research toward
refinement, making Zhu Xi studies shift from copying the original texts to textual self-awareness, which is a reflection of the
change of Korean style in Zhu Xi studies in the 18th century, and provides a creative blueprint for later scholars.

Key words: Sinology outside China; Caolu Wenda; Sun Yatsen University Library; Overseas Zhu Zi Studies
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