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An Analysis of Confucian Culture in Vietnamese American Literature

ZHANG Yingxue
(School of Foreign Languages, Jimei University, Xiamen 361021, China)

Abstract: Chinese Confucianism is an important source of Vietnamese culture, and the formation of Vietnamese national
character is deeply influenced by Confucian culture. The dependence of Vietnamese American writers on their home country
makes them naturally inherit Confucianism, and unconsciously integrate Confucian culture into literary creation in the process of
healing Vietnam War trauma and constructing identity. Based on The Sacred Willow, The Gangster We Are All Looking for and
Changing, this paper explores the manifestations of Confucian culture such as “loyalty and filial piety”, “benevolence” and
“harmony but difference” in different stages of Vietnamese American literature. After the Vietnam War, although the group of
Vietnamese American writers gradually became “ Americanized” , they still continued the Confucian spirit in their home culture
under the influence of capitalist ideology. The Confucian culture in their works shows the lasting vitality of Confucianism in the
inheritance of human civilization.

Key words: Vietnamese American literature; Confucian culture; Vietnamese culture

(FTHEHE HEE)

BRIMAL: hitp: //xuebao. jmu. edu. en/





