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The Semantic Evolution of the Modal Structures of “4/7% (4F) i&”
in Southern Fujian Dialects

CHEN Manjun, KE Yirong
(School of Marine Culture and Law, Jimei University, Xiamen 361021, China)

Abstract: “bue (tit) thang % (#F) i8” and “(u) e (tit) thang & (#F) iB” appeared first in three syllables . “bue
tit thang 4 4§38 " first appeared in Ming Dynasty dramas, while “ (u) e tit thang 2#Fi8” first appeared in the late period of

282 9

the Qing Dynasty. Both of them are based on the need of pragmatics, and are composed of the modal verbs “bue tit 74 %",

28 9

“ (u) etit £4%” and the modal verb “thang i#” | and greatly developed during the Japanese occupation era. “bue thang 74

”»

i#” and “ (u) e thang 238" are the abbreviations of “bue tit thang 4 /Fi8” and “ (u) e tit thang 2#F38" respectively,

both of which were first seen in the era of Japanese occupation. After the emergence of “bue thang 743i8” and “ (u) e thang &

3

i ", their semantic evolution is almost the same as that of “bue tit thang 4 #Fi8” and “ (u) e tit thang 24F3i8” , and they are
carried out in multiple directions. The semantics of “ (u) e (tit) thang & (#F) 3i&” has three evolution directions, and the
semantics of “bue (tit) thang 7% (#F) iB” has two evolution directions. However, the semantic evolution of three — syllable
and two — syllable is similar with some differences. This is the result of their internal uneven development and internal competi-
tion. The semantic evolution of “ (u) e (tit) thang & (#f) i8” conforms to the commonalities of the evolution of human lan-
guage modal meaning. The semantic evolution of “bue (tit) thang %% (/%) 3" not only reflects the commonalities of the evo-
lution of human language modal meanings, but also reflects the type and rare characteristics of the modal meaning evolution of
southern Fujian dialects. In the modern Minnan dialect, “bue (tit) thang 72 (/%) i” and “ (u) e (tit) thang & (4F)
i#” are at a disadvantage in the competition with other synonymous structures, and they tend to be replaced by other synonymous
structures to varying degrees.
Key words: modality structure; modality; semantic evolution; southern Min Dialects
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