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Improvement Path of Village Codes of Conduct from the
Perspective of Rural Governance

SHEN Xie', CHEN Yu’
(1. College of Marine Culture and Law, Jimei University, Xiamen 361021, China;
2. People’s Procuratorate of Haicang District, Xiamen 361026, China)

Abstract: Village codes of conduct should play an important role in rural governance by virtue of their advantages such as
endogeneity and flexibility. However, through the investigation of 37 villages under the jurisdiction of J District of X City, it is
found that there are many problems such as endogenous defects and insufficient norms in the village codes of conduct at this
stage, and that the current villages have not fully transformed to villagers’ autonomy and rule-based governance, resulting in
codes of conduct failing to play their due role. According to the rule-based governance, rural governance environment should be
optimized. At the same time, village codes of conduct should be reformed from four aspects: path, expression, practice and o-
rientation, so as to reshape their judicial function, pay attention to the characteristics of rural governance, and give full play to
their rural governance function.

Key words: village codes of conduct; rural governance; village autonomy
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